Spring Market Party Purchases/Purchasers

Diaphanous collection is on its way--give it another week + and it should be
here!

Around the ¥ Block

November 9, 2018

Word to the wise: When filing for social security on line, don't type too
fast. | completed the form in, apparently, record time -- 7-8 minutes. My
form got flagged as being "anomalous” meaning weird, meaning maybe I
wasn't the one to fill out the form? As in only people who fill out thousands
of bogus forms can do it quickly.

So | got this letter that said | had to call within so many days and the nice
man said that | had to go in to the local SS office for a face to face meeting.
I told him the local office said I didn't need to do that and he said, "Oh they
say that all the time. We're always having to call to fix that." My take away
from him was the local office gave me wrong info.

Not so. What he didn't tell me is that my application had been flagged. It
took the office people (3 of them) a little bit of time to figure out what was
wrong. Finally one woman asked, "You filled it out in 7-8 minutes?" And |
said, "Yeah. |didn't have that much info to put in, only one name, one place
of birth, basically one main job, no weird employment. It was easy.”" She
looked at me. "I even double checked it before I sent it,” | told her.

So my advice to anyone filling out the form online, take your time. Drink
some coffee. Watch a little tv. Then push the send button. It will save you
a trip to the local office -- which, by the way, was staffed with very nice and
very helpful people.

But on to my main story, featuring, of course, Becca.

The Christmas Shepherd

"So you can't start listening to Christmas music until after Thanksgiving?"




Becca asked. "Who made up that rule? The same person who says you can't
wear white after Labor Day?" Before | go on, | need to explain something.
Becca is my 25 pound mini Australian Shepherd. She is very opinionated
and | don't know where she gets her information.

"It's just a rule somebody made up," I told her. "I like Christmas music, but
if I start listening to it too early, | get tired of it before Christmas even gets

here. So | made up my rule that I wouldn't start listening until | drove down
to my friends' house on Thanksgiving. It kinda got me in the right mood."

"Well, then why are you singing Christmas songs now? You even started
before Halloween. I didn't hear you sing any Halloween songs. Why didn't
you sing Halloween songs? Huh? Huh?"

Becca can get a little annoying sometimes. It's generally best to ignore her
and she has a short attention span. But sometimes | answer before | think.

"I do listen to Halloween songs, at work. | like the Bach's Toccata & Fugue
in D Minor, Mussorgsky's Night on Bald Mountain, Grieg's In the Hall of
the Mountain...."

"No, no," Becca insisted, "Halloween music!"

"You mean like, Monster Mash, Witchy Woman and the ever popular
Thriller?"

"Yeah, and Werewolves of London, that's the best because of the howling."
Becca clearly has her own tastes.

"Yes, | like listening to all of those, but most of those aren't meant for
singing by a choir. And we have to start practicing Christmas music as soon
as we can so we'll be prepared for our concert in December."

"So what are you singing? 'While Shepherds Watched their Flocks at Night?'
or 'The Shepherd's Carol?' 'What Child is This?' There are Shepherds in that
song," Becca said. "I'm a Shepherd so the carols are about me." In Becca's
world, just so you know, everything tends to be about her.

"Becca,"” | said, "the shepherds in the carols are people, not dogs, who herd
their flocks of sheep from pasture to pasture.”

"Exactly," said Becca. "But I'm an Australian Shepherd, so | move
Australians from place to place.” Clearly, she wasn't getting the concept.




"Becca, you've never seen a sheep or an Australian in your life. And
Australians are people, not sheep. Just because you're called an Australian
Shepherd, doesn't mean you..."

Becca interrupted. "So are you singing carols about shepherds, or not?" she
demanded. "I want to hear some howling."

"We're singing Lully, Lulla, Lullay; Hodie, Hodie; Peace, Peace together
with Silent night; Hope for Resolution; O Holy Night; Alleluia. And a few
others. I don't know the whole list yet."

"Hodie sounds like howling," Becca said. "What's it about?"

"It's about Jesus Christ being born. The word hodie means ‘today,™ | told
her.

"Still sounds like howling to me." "No howling." "Hmph. What about Lully
piece?"

"It's a rock-a-bye lullaby that tells the story of King Herod when he ordered
all male infants under the age of two to be killed," I said.

"Seriously? Why would you make a lullaby, let alone a Christmas Carol,
about that?"

"The song expresses a mother's lament for her doomed child," I told her.
"Herod, at the time, was hunting for the Christ child and by killing all young
males he figured it was an easy way to get rid of his competition."

"A baby? He must have been nuts," Becca said.

"Well, he was scared of the threat that this child would change the world.
And it didn't work, in any event. Joseph and Mary escaped just in time."

"Well, that's just a little too depressing for me,"” Becca said. "What else are
you singing? What about Alleluia? Are there shepherds in that song?"

"No. All of the words are Alleluia."

"All the words? Seriously? He couldn't figure out how to put other words
into his song? Isn't that kinda monotonous?"




I didn't know she even knew that word. "It's a lovely song," I said. "One of
my favorites.”

"Must be easy to memorize," she smirked. "But where are the Shepherd
songs? Huh? Dogs are part of Christmas. They must of shown up at the
stable when Jesus was born. Why can't you sing about the little lamb that
sings to the Shepherd dog. You know, the "Do You Hear What | Hear"
song."

"Becca, the lamb sings to a shepherd boy, not a dog. But" | put my hand in
front of her face to stop her objections, "I know the boy probably had a dog
with him. I'll talk to our director about adding something about shepherds
into our concert. I'm sure she'll agree.”

Becca looked pleased at that. "Maybe | could bark 'Jingle Bells' for you.
Ask her, please please?" It was time to distract Becca.

"Want a treat, Becca?" She raced off to the kitchen where | keep her treats,
Christmas songs about shepherds forgotten. | think I'll start practicing my
songs at the shop instead of at home.

WHAT'S NEW!!

From Checker: patterns, pins, floss, plastic template sheets, quilting hoops, chenille
needles, Oh! Sew Organized Stash & Store products, wool pressing mats, lots of
patterns, cool new books

From P & B:
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From Hoffman:




And 2 more, one light
& one dark

From Alexander Henry:




From Free Spirit:

From Windham: Art History
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From Moda:
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From P & B:

A clean house is
a sign of a broken
sewing machine.

tea towels
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From Northcott:
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All flannel

From Henry Glass:




T




From Henry Glass:

yes we do have this
one. It was misshelved
and I thought we had
sold it o”ut




SIGN UP FOR LONG ARM
QUILTING CLASSES TODAY!

Classes are on Wednesdays and some Saturdays: 10:30-1:30; 2:30-5:30,
or 6-8:30. Check the calendar for dates. Only 4 to a class.

Rentals have started for those who have taken the class. Tuesdays and
Fridays, and a couple of Saturday and Sunday rentals. Check the
calendar for rentals. Generally, there are 2 rentals times per day:
10:30-2 and 2:30-6. $25/hr or $85 for 3 1/2 hours. $50 minimum. Plus
$5/bobbin for thread. Most quilts (double and smaller), even for
beginners, will take about 2 1/2-3 hours. We will discuss what you plan
to do on your quilt and will help you estimate how long it will take.

Class descriptions follow the calendar, so keep
scrolling. Classes are listed alphabetically.
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Christmas Triangle Frenzy table runner

Thur Dec 1-4 Barb Boyer $20

Make a Christmas table runner using the 60 degree triangle and a yard of fabric

(border stripe). Or get a jump on the next holiday and make an Easter/spring

table runner. Or make both!. These table runners are easy to cut & sew, and if
ou haven't made one yet it's's time to add triangle sewing to you skill set.
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If you've never made a pillow case, or just want some time to sew a pillow case,
this class is for you. This is a great mother/daughter styled class and pillow
cases make great presents!

Pot luck 2nd Sat/month 1-6 Ginger Newman $25 or two for the
price of 1(bring a friend)

Collaborate with a friend and discover true freedom to create your own quilt that
is beautifully unique. You and your friend will collaborate on the colors

blocks and settings for your quilts. You will share blocks, Fieddy & Qe
share fabric and share ideas. But you will make and design CO‘-M.M‘E AGAIN
your own quilt. The blocks are taken from Gwen Marston S

and FreddyMoran's Collaborative Quilting books. Each month

we will teach a new block, plan a new row, try a new design.

It's collaborative and you will have a quilt with its own

unique voice and story to tell. This is the first in a series of
freeform/collaborative quilts we want to pursue this fall and

spring. Join the fun and let your imagination run wild.

Spoon Quilting TBA Sandra Freeburg $25 Watch

the calendar or call for dates

No more sore fingers! Learn to Spoon Quilt, with a special spoon quilting tool.
This tool helps you keep your stitches tiny and even without pricking your finger.
Need to have basic quilting skills (rocking motion quilting).

Take 5 Quilt, Wed Dec 19 10:30-5 Barb
Boyer $20

In 5 minutes you can find 5 fabrics and in 5 hours you
will have a quilt. You can do it, but most people take a
little longer. This is a quick & easy quilt. It's great for a
kid's quilt, a dorm quilt, or just a quilt to showcase big
and bold prints. Come sew all and see how far you

get!

Toy Bags Sat Dec 1, 4-6 OR Thurs. Dec 6, 2-5 OR Thurs Dec 13
2-5 Ginger Newman $20

Bags and bags and bags. Make these reusable toy/gift bags for quick wrapped
presents. You can make them any size, even large enough to fit a quilt! These
are fast sewn, quickly done, so you can make bunches for Christmas.




Nolting Longarm Machines

Nolting has 5 main machines, each with different reaches: from 17" to
30" depending on the machine. They are sold with or without a frame,
but after I saw & helped set up one of the steel frames this week, I
recommend buying the frame. All machines, except for the Standard--
the most economical machine-- have a stitch regulator. I recommend a
stitch regulator. All machines can be equipped with a computer and
there are a couple of different ones to choose from. In addition, you can
get an extended table base so that you can use rulers, you can get
larger bobbins on some of the models and on the frames you can get
hydraulic lifts to raise and lower the tables. In the coming weeks, I will
print out more information on each model.

The best entry level machine is the Fun Quilter. It comes in
17", 20" & 23" reach. It comes with the Intellistitch
Equalizer stitch regulator, standard speed control,
needle up/down, and fixed handles in the front & rear.
This machine can also be equipped with a computer.

The Pro Machine has the Intellistitch Turbo stitch regulator, single stitch
option, standard speed control, needle up/down and customizable
handles in the £ 07

front & rear. The
Pro Machine
comes in 20", 24"
and 30" reach with
10-12" of inside
height. There are
easy dials on the
front to set stitch
length and other
options. This
machine can also
be equipped with a computer.

The NV Machine is the newest in the fleet of Nolting machines. This
machine has a touch screen with progra




mmable stitch
regulation. You
can stitch in 4
different stitch
modes plus

single stitch and
needleup/down. It
also has an
adjustable
brightness LED
work light. This
machine can also
be equipped with a
computer.

Nolting also has a commercial machine with the Intellistitch Equalizer
stitch regulator, standard speed control, needle up/down, and fixed
handles in the front & rear. This machine can also be equipped with a
computer.

Thkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhhkkkkkkkkhhhhhhikiikkik

HAND EMBROIDERY CLUB
If you want to learn to hand embroider or just brush up your technique, join us on the second
Saturday of the month from 10 to noon. We use printed patterns and some vintage free patterns
that you can embroider, embellish and color. Depending on the projects, each month Kathy Sconce
shows us a new stitch to try, plus, she guides us through thread choices, how to knot, fabrics to use,

and tracing techniques.
khkkkkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkkkkkkhkkkhkhkd

Knit Pickin' Club
This is another get-together class to sit & knit, work on our projects, share information and get some
help. We will share techniques, suggest patterns, but mainly we'll sit & knit (or pick).

Toad Toters
On full moon days (as noted in the calendar) you will get 20% off all purchases (not otherwise
discounted) that you can fit in your bag. You must bring your bag to participate.

Full Moon Days: Sept. 24, Oct. 24, Nov. 23, Dec. 23

Discount Policy

We will honor only one discount -- whichever is largest. You can't combine a 10% with a 25%
discount to get a 35% discount. On this we can't be bribed."

Color of the Month
September orange, October Halloween, November red, December Christmas

Join the fun and come feel the difference of quality fabrics.

Happy quilting!

Sincerely, Barbara Boyer




Around the Block
307-433-9555
www.aroundtheblockquilts.com
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